
BACKGROUND –  JUDICIAL WATCH
INVESTIGATES BILL CLINTON’S
PRESIDENTIAL RECORDS

On January 20, 2006, more than 80 million pages of docu-
ments and 20 million e-mails from the Clinton administra-
tion were made available to the public for the first time at
the Clinton Presidential Library in Little Rock, Arkansas.
Judicial Watch immediately dispatched its investigations
team to begin sorting through available documents.  In
subsequent months, Judicial Watch made two additional
trips to the Clinton Presidential Library, uncovering docu-
ments that highlight the inner-workings of the Clinton
administration on a range of issues.  Judicial Watch has
also filed eight separate open records requests with the
Clinton Library to obtain other documents not readily
available.

Today, the Clintons are more relevant than ever.  Not only
does Bill Clinton continue to exert his influence on the

world stage, but Senator Hillary Clinton is the odds-on
favorite to win the Democratic nomination for president 
in 2008.  

Especially when the issue involves protecting innocent
life, the subject of this report, the American people
deserve to know the full truth about the Clintons’ radical,
and often corrupt, agenda.  And Judicial Watch is com-
mitted to providing it.  As part of Judicial Watch’s Open
Records Project, we have examined important government
documents about the core public policy issue of abortion.
This special report examines three new documents 
pertaining to the Clintons pro-abortion policies, with 
special emphasis on Hillary Clinton’s central role in craft-
ing and promoting these policies.  The documents provide
evidence that Hillary Clinton was a key player in Clinton
White House policy-making, that anti-Catholic slurs were
distributed among senior White House staff, and that the
abortion issue was cynically managed for political purposes
by the Clinton White House.

NEW CLINTON WHITE HOUSE RECORDS
RAISE DISTURBING QUESTIONS ABOUT

HILLARY CLINTON AND ABORTION
". . . what's past is prologue . . ."

~Shakespeare (The Tempest, Act II, Scene I)

"Look for Judicial Watch, the conservative legal watchdog group, to be first in line now
that many Clinton documents can be subjected to the Freedom of Information Act."

US News & World Report, "Hillary’s Turn to Shake off the Dogs," February 20, 2006.
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Photos, left to right:  Bill and Hillary Clinton; Chris Farrell, JW Director of Investigations
and Research examining documents at the Clinton Presidential Library.



INTRODUCTION – THE CLINTONS’
RADICAL PRO-ABORTION AGENDA
Hillary Rodham Clinton talks about abortion in the same
disingenuous manner as her husband, claiming that the
"procedure" for killing an unborn child should be "rare,
safe and legal."  The Clintons, however, have aggressively
promoted the policies disfavoring any restriction of abor-
tion throughout their entire professional lives – in and out
of government.

Judicial Watch’s use of the open records laws to conduct
research work at the Clinton Presidential Library in Little
Rock serves to better document Bill and Hillary Clinton’s
radical pro-abortion agenda.  

On April 26 2006, Judicial Watch published "The Clinton
RU-486 Files," a special report detailing the Clintons’
politically charged drive to push a dangerous abortion
drug on American women.  The report analyzes Clinton
administration Domestic Policy Council records and 
memoranda from the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), as well as the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS).    

These records demonstrate – in no uncertain terms – how
beholden the Clintons are to the abortion lobby.  But there
is also the matter of the money trail.

In her 2000 Senate bid, Hillary Clinton was the top 
recipient (over $100,000) of the abortion industry’s direct
campaign donations.1 This figure does not even begin to
account for the millions of dollars in donations from
"women’s advocacy" groups and other front operations 
of the so-called "pro-choice movement."

Today, with the elections of 2006 behind us, Hillary
Clinton has a substantial financial head-start in her 
campaign to take the presidential oath of office in
January 2009.

She has reportedly locked-up Democratic big money
donors for 2008.  Former Democratic National Committee
Chairman Terry McAuliffe has already told business asso-
ciates, Democratic donors and activists that he will chair
Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign next year.2 Her
campaign would have the capability to raise $100 million
before the first official contest, the Iowa caucuses in
January 2008.  

If and when Hillary Clinton is elected president, the
American people will not have to guess what her policies
will be when it comes to protecting innocent human life.
Judicial Watch’s research of the Clinton Archives has
turned-up additional, never-before-seen records detailing
Team Clinton’s strong support – both politically and 
ideologically – for attacking the pro-life movement and
aggressively expanding the abortion ethic, especially with
public funding.  

The strong exercise of government authority on behalf of
the abortion movement – through policy-making, budget-
ary processes and legislative strategy – are captured in
three newly-released Clinton administration documents.  

All referenced Clinton Library documents are included at
the end of this report.
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In her 2000 Senate bid, Hillary Clinton 
was the top recipient (over $100,000) of 
the abortion industry’s direct campaign
donations.1 This figure does not even

begin to account for the millions of dollars
in donations from "women’s advocacy"
groups and other front operations of the

so-called "pro-choice movement."
Photo:  Bill and Hillary Clinton.  AP Photo.
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THE MICHEL MEMO – BILL CLINTON
URGES FEDERAL AGENCY TO
PROMOTE ABORTIONS OVERSEAS

Judicial Watch’s "Clinton RU-486 Files" report documented
that Bill Clinton’s first official act as president was to
order the FDA and Health and Human Services to coordi-
nate and promote the marketing of RU-486 in America.
On January 22, 1993, the very same day Bill Clinton
launched his campaign to force RU-486 on American
women, he also directed the US Agency for International
Development (USAID) to begin funding and promoting
abortions overseas as part of America’s foreign policy.  

This new Clinton mandate completely reversed the
"Mexico City Policy" instituted by President Ronald
Reagan in 1984.  (Under President Reagan’s policy, non-
governmental organizations that received federal funds
could neither perform nor actively promote abortion as a
method of birth control in other nations.)

According to documents obtained by Judicial Watch from
the Clinton Presidential Library, within five days of Bill
Clinton’s abortion order, James H. Michel, the Acting
Administrator of USAID, wrote a memo to President Bill
Clinton trumpeting how USAID was bringing "the pro-
grams and activities of AID fully into compliance with
your directive."  Not satisfied with US efforts to promote
and finance foreign abortions, Mr. Michel further
explained how USAID staff was coordinating with mem-
bers of the Clinton National Security Council to advance
the pro-abortion agenda with the United Nations
Population Fund.

Who was consulted and briefed on these major shifts in
abortion policy, impacting women and children across
America and around the world?  On the cover memoran-
dum titled "SUBJECT:  AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico
City Policy," from White House staffer Christine A. Varney
to President Bill Clinton, there is a typed notation reading
"bcc" ("blind carbon copy") listing four prominent adminis-
tration officials as recipients:  White House Counsel
Bernard Nussbaum, Domestic Policy Director Carol Rasco,
Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers – and, "Mrs. Clinton."

THE GALSTON MEMO – "WHAT DOES
HILLARY THINK" ABOUT ABORTION?

While the Michel Memo implies Hillary’s involvement in
developing abortion policy, another document provides
clear evidence of her leading role – a May 1993 decision
memorandum written by Domestic Policy Council staffer
Bill Galston to President Bill Clinton (hereafter the
"Galston Memo").  Importantly, the policy council’s abor-
tion "working group" featured the participation of the "First
Lady’s Office," as well as other government offices and
agencies.

The memo discussed various federal funding issues with
respect to the Clinton administration’s goal of promoting
abortion.  There is specific discussion of the Hyde
Amendment, which barred the use of federal Medicaid
funds for abortion, except when the life of the woman
would be endangered by carrying the pregnancy to term,
as well as the so-called "Freedom of Choice Act."  Clinton
staffers were so concerned about the "highly sensitive"
nature of the abortion memo that they treated it as a 
classified document and restricted circulation of the memo
to only President Clinton, Vice President Gore and White
House Chief of Staff Mack McLarty.

The Michel Memo.  (See Appendix 1.)
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The Galston Memo acknowledges that: "In recent weeks,
pressures to clarify our substantive positions and strate-
gic intentions concerning abortion-related questions have
been steadily intensifying."  Galston does not identify
precisely who, or what organizations, were intensifying
pressure – but, clearly, pro-abortion activists received the
attention of the Clinton White House.

Galston made two "principled justifications" for placating
pro-abortion supporters of the Clinton White House,
while making "every reasonable effort to lower their pub-
lic profile for the remainder of this year."  Galston first
emphasized the administration’s need to focus on the
economy and to avoid becoming distracted by a heated
public controversy.  

His next justification is stunning:  "Second, it is essential

to regain our balance on cultural matters. . . . we should
not go out of our way to emphasize issues that reinforce
the impression that we are somehow outside the cultural
mainstream."  Galston specifically cited radical, early
moves of the Clinton administration: ". . . gays in the mili-
tary, political correctness on campus, quotas, and repro-
ductive services contained within a health care proposal."

A two-page long discussion of the Hyde Amendment,
weighing legislative tactics, public opinion and broad
political strategy – including the recommendations of the
abortion working group – ends with President Bill
Clinton’s handwritten question, "What does Hillary think?"
next to the "decision" section of the memo.

There was no doubt about who was in charge of abortion
policy in the Clinton White House.

The Galston Memo.  (See Appendix 2.)

[What does Hillary think?]
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THE CRIST LETTER – ABORTIONS ARE
"COST EFFECTIVE"

The Clinton administration (including Hillary’s abortion
working group) was clearly preoccupied with
Representative Henry Hyde and his amendment restrict-
ing public funding of abortion.  Their preoccupation is
exemplified by their decisions to keep certain correspon-
dence as archived material.  Those decisions to archive
certain records demonstrate what they thought particularly
important and which persons communicated the most
important ideas.  

Former Clinton Senior Advisor George Stephanopoulos,
who now hosts ABC’s "This Week" program, was part of
the Clintons’ inner circle and characterized his relation-
ship with Hillary in his book, All too Human: "Hillary knew
she could count on me to get things done, and let me
know how much she appreciated it . . ." 3 

On April 1, 1993, Stephanopoulos received a letter from
Takey Crist, MD, the director of the Crist Clinic for
Women in Jacksonville, NC.  The letter, obtained by
Judicial Watch from the Clinton Presidential Library, was
later circulated to the Domestic Policy Council for abor-
tion policy consideration.4 The Crist letter encloses a
paper trumpeting the "cost effectiveness" and "benefits"
of "elective therapeutic abortions."  The paper, which was
"cc’d" to other White House senior staff, goes on to slur
Representative Hyde and the Catholic Church for their
principled and consistent defense of all innocent human
life.  Dr. Crist writes: 

"Critics who say that paying for federally financed abor-
tions would put taxpayers into the ‘grisly business’ of
abortion are using the same scare tactics that were used
back in 1976 and 1977 by Henry Hyde who has been
financed and paid off by the Catholic church for years."

Of all the unsolicited constituent correspondence to the
Clinton White House on the subject of abortion, these are
the comments circulated, considered and archived by
Hillary’s abortion working group as the most politically
and historically relevant.  Why didn’t George
Stephanopoulos throw the letter away?  Why did he
decide to forward this anti-Catholic diatribe to other sen-
ior Clinton officials?  Perhaps because it reflected the
thoughts and "values" of the Clinton administration.

Documents: Letter written by Takey Crist MD, Director of the Crist Clinic for Women
in Jacksonville, NC sent to Former Clinton Senior Advisor George Stephanopoulos. (See
Appendix 3.)  Photo: George Stephanopoulos.
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CONCLUSION –  WITH THE CLINTONS,
PAST IS PROLOGUE

Until additional records are produced from the Clinton
Presidential Library (in response to pending Judicial
Watch records requests), we are left to speculate about
the details of discussions that ensued within the Clinton
White House over the administration’s efforts to promote
and provide taxpayer-financing of abortion.  

The documents obtained by Judicial Watch from the
Clinton Presidential Library thus far, however, provide the
public with an "insider" view of the inner-workings of the
Clinton administration.  One is able to discern the
motives, strategies and raw politics behind the formula-
tion of the Clintons’ public policy in the past, while pro-
viding a glimpse of what may be in store for the
American public beginning in January 2009.

Judicial Watch is organized under Section 501(c)(3) of the
IRS code as a nonprofit, educational foundation and does
not support nor oppose candidates for public office.

ENDNOTES  
1 Center for Responsive Politics, found at:  
http://opensecrets.org/industries/recips.asp?Ind=Q15&Cy
cle=2000&recipdetail=A&Mem=N&sortorder=U

2 Alexander Bolton, "McAuliffe to Join Clinton," The Hill,
September 20, 2006, found at: http://www.hillnews.com/
thehill/export/TheHill/News/Frontpage/092006/mcauli-
ffe.html

3 George Stephanopoulos, "All too Human," (Little, Brown
& Co.: New York), 1999, p. 50.

4 As of 9/26/06, the Crist Clinic for Women published
abortion fees on the Internet: "6-12 weeks $350; 13-17
weeks $450; 18-20 weeks $1350 (Requires hospital stay
from approximately 2 to 3 days)," with a payment advisory
stating: "Abortion payments must be paid in
Cash/VISA/MC or Discover. WE TAKE NO CHECKS FOR
THIS PROCEDURE!" (emphasis in original), found at:
http://www.drtakeycrist.com/6.html.

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
CLINTONS’ RADICAL PRO-ABORTION AGENDA?

Judicial Watch’s special report: The Clinton RU-486 Files
contains recently uncovered documents that shed new
light on the Clinton administration’s aggressive drive to
push the abortion pill RU-486 to market in the U.S.  
Visit the publications section of Judicial Watch’s Internet
site at www.judicialwatch.org to read the report.

New York Senator Hillary Clinton.

A Judicial Watch Special Report:

The Clinton RU-486 Files

�

The Clinton Administration’s Radical Drive to 
Force an Abortion Drug on America

Judicial Watch, Inc.  �  501 School Street, S.W.  �  Washington, D.C.  20024

Tel: 202-646-5172  �  Fax: 202-646-5199  �  www.JudicialWatch.org
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Judicial Watch
Because no one is above the law!

501 School St. SW, Suite 500, Washington D.C. 20024 • 1-888-JW-ETHIC • www.JudicialWatch.org

ABOUT JUDICIAL WATCH

Judicial Watch, Inc., a conservative, non-partisan educational foundation, promotes transparency, accountability and
integrity in government, politics and the law.  Judicial Watch fulfills its educational mission through litigation, 
investigations, and public outreach. 

Investigation:
Open government is honest government.  This is the principle that drives Judicial Watch’s fight against government 
secrecy.  Using open records laws, such as the federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and state Sunshine laws,
Judicial Watch forces the release of government documents into the public domain. 

Litigation:
Litigation and the civil discovery process not only uncovers information for the education of the American people on 
anti-corruption issues, but they can also provide a basis for civil authorities to criminally prosecute corrupt officials.
Judicial Watch has filed more than 150 lawsuits against corrupt public officials, achieving numerous victories on behalf 
of the American people.  This is what separates Judicial Watch from other watchdog organizations.  Judicial Watch takes
action by using the court system to fulfill its public interest mission.  

Public Outreach:
Judicial Watch’s investigation, legal and judicial activities provide the basis for strong educational outreach to the
American people.  Judicial Watch’s public education programs include speeches, opinion editorials (op-eds), publications,
educational conferences, media outreach, and radio and news television appearances.  Through its publication The Verdict,
special reports, and its Internet site www.judicialwatch.org, Judicial Watch educates the public on abuses and misconduct
by political and judicial officials. 

“I think it is fair to say that Judicial Watch has been singularly successful in bringing
scandals to light, educating the public, and using the legitimate tools of the judicial
system to obtain justice on behalf of the American people.”  

– Former Congressman Bob Barr (R-GA)

®

®
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JW’S RECENT VICTORIES FOR JUSTICE

HOLDING HILLARY CLINTON ACCOUNTABLE The Federal Election Commission acted on a Judicial Watch 
complaint and fined Hillary Clinton’s fundraising operation $35,000 for failing to accurately report more than $700,000

in campaign contributions to her Senate campaign.

FIGHTING THE POLITICAL ESTABLISHMENT TO GET TO THE TRUTH ABOUT AMNESTY FOR ILLEGAL
ALIENS Judicial Watch uncovered a previously undisclosed "Border Patrol Survey" that proved President Bush’s

"guest worker program" (amnesty for illegal aliens) lured greater numbers of illegal immigrants to cross the border, along
with details of the government’s desperate attempts to cover up the politically unfavorable findings.

HOLDING JESSE JACKSON ACCOUNTABLE JW forced Jesse Jackson, his son Jonathan, and the Rainbow-Push
Coalition to stand trial in a court of law for their alleged roles in a violent assault on conservative activist Rev. Jesse

Lee Peterson at an Rainbow-PUSH Coalition event.  Rather than face a retrial of assault charges against his son, Jackson
(and his co-defendants) elected to settle the matter.

EXPOSING BILL CLINTON’S KNOWLEDGE OF THE THREAT POSED TO AMERICA BY OSAMA BIN LADEN
Judicial Watch, through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), forced the release of government records which show

conclusively that the U.S. Department of State warned President Bill Clinton of the severe terrorist threat posed by bin
Laden in 1996.

PROVIDING THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WITH NEVER-BEFORE-SEEN VIDEOS OF THE 9/11 TERRORIST
ATTACK ON THE PENTAGON Judicial Watch sued the Department of Defense on behalf of the people’s "right to

know" and obtained security videos of the 9/11 attack on the Pentagon.  The videos were broadcast on every major news
network in the United States, while more than 550 publications around the world reported the story.  More than one million 
people viewed the videos on Judicial Watch’s Internet site, www.judicialwatch.org.

EXPOSING THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION’S CONTEMPT FOR THE SANCTITY OF LIFE Judicial Watch
uncovered documents from the Clinton Presidential Library proving conclusively that the Clinton administration rushed

the abortion pill RU-486, which has killed at least six American women, through the FDA approval process in order to
appease its funders and supporters in the abortion lobby.

FORCING THE WHITE HOUSE TO REVEAL ITS DEALINGS WITH CONVICTED FELON JACK ABRAMOFF
Judicial Watch filed a lawsuit against the U.S. Secret Service and forced the release of documents that show 

admitted felon and former casino lobbyist Jack Abramoff’s contacts with the White House.

FIGHTING FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE’S “RIGHT TO KNOW” Judicial Watch fought all the way to, and
before, the U.S. Supreme Court to argue its case for open and transparent government in the matter of the secret

records of the White House "Energy Task Force."

VINDICATED BY THE FEDERAL COURT Federal Judge Royce Lamberth ordered the Commerce Department to pay
Judicial Watch just under $900,000 as partial compensation for attorney’s fees and costs related to Judicial Watch’s

10-year battle over the Clinton "Chinagate" scandal, because Judicial Watch had "substantially prevailed" in its case.
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